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After 22 years, Deacon Joe Milligan celebrated his retirement in

January from his position at Holy Family. His gentle spirit,
warm smile and apparent love for his wife, family and
community touched many hearts. Thank you Deacon Joe!
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Mark Your Calendar!

Please make note of the following
upcoming events. For more
information, please contact the
Pastoral Office at 817-737-6768.
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Newcomer 6s G&80pmer i ng
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§ June20-24
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Get to Know Joe Rodriguez, Liturgy Coordinator

| Dear Fellow Parishioners,

I have been aware of Holy Family
Catholic Church for many years. In
fact, when Janet and I were married
- | in September of 1971, I had just
~ begun teaching at St. Elizabeth of
| Hungary Catholic School in Dallas.
Having only the Labor Day
' Weekend for our honeymoon, we
«  came to Fort Worth. That weekend
we came to Mass at Holy Family.
Also, during the 10 years from 2000
to 2010, while serving in the Pastoral Planning Office for the
Diocese of Fort Worth, I often facilitated retreat days for the
staff and parish leadership as well as working with the
Pastoral Council. Little did I know that those experiences
would eventually lead to my being on staff here.

Janet and I have two daughters. Our older daughter is a
licensed cosmetologist, working here in Fort Worth. Our
younger daughter is a junior majoring in digital media
management at St. Edward University in Austin. We live in
east Fort Worth, where Janet is the owner and artist potter at
Hart Street Pottery.

Throughout my entire professional life I have worked in either
the catechetical, liturgical, or pastoral planning ministry of the
Church. It began while I was still a student at University of
Dallas. I was asked to coordinate a catechetical program at
St. Edward Parish in east Dallas. Janet was one of the
catechists I recruited from fellow UD students. I have been a
classroom teacher at St. Elizabeth, Dallas. Texas history was
one of my favorite subjects to teach. I have served as director
of religious education, coordinator of adult formation or
liturgist at St. Andrew and St. Rita Parishes in Fort Worth and
St. Monica Parish in Dallas. I am grateful that my life’s work
has afforded me the opportunity to assist others in
discovering, understanding and celebrating God’s great love
for us all.

I enjoy singing, plants, both flowering and gardening, and
reading. I also enjoy hanging around my wife’s studio where
something creative and beautiful is usually happening.

I am so grateful for the enthusiastic welcome that I have
received from the staff and members of the parish community.
I look forward to getting better acquainted and continued
ministry with all members of this wonderful faith community.

Joe began his role as Liturgy Coordinator at Holy Family
on January 3, 2011.

Celebration of Christian Unity 2011

By Mary Ellen McBee, Director of Formation Ministries Services, Catholic Charities, spoke about the process, the laws

On a very cold January night over 170 people came together at
Holy Family to celebrate their Christian identity and enjoy a
meal, prayer, and fellowship. This celebration is an annual
event sponsored by Holy Family and Tarrant Area Community
of Churches and celebrates that as Christians we are more alike
than different--that we are called by our common Baptism to
evangelize and work to bring the Kingdom of God to fruition in
our world.

This year’s topic was immigration. The three speakers each
presented a different aspect of immigration and how we as
Christians are called to respond to it.

Rev. Mike McKee, Pastor from the First United Methodist
Church of Hurst, spoke of ways we can look at the stranger/the
immigrant in our midst through the lens of Scripture.

Mr. Cergio Chacin, Coordinator of Immigration Consultation

and the effort it takes to immigrate to the United States.

Rev. Dr. Gus Reyes, Director of the Hispanic Education
Initiative for the Baptist General Convention of Texas, reminded
us of what it is like to be the stranger in a strange land.

The bottom line is that we are all human -- We are equal in
God’s eyes and ,therefore, should be equal in our eyes. We are
not entitled by the accident of our birth to hold ourselves in
higher regard or with more entitlement to the blessings of this
world than anyone else.

Throughout both Hebrew and Christian Scriptures, God has
befriended, blessed and protected the oppressed, the stranger and
the vulnerable. If we want to be a friend of God, we need to
behave in the same way. We need to live out the prayer we pray
every week—“May all human beings love and honor all human
life, from the moment of conception to the moment of natural
death.”

Holy Family Parish is a community of faith committed to proclaiming and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We accept our calling received in Baptism to be members of the Body of Christ.
Living in the Spirit of Jesus, we love and serve each other on our journey of faith.
— Holy Family Catholic Church Mission Statement




Greetings from Rome
An Update from Brother Ambrose Strong

Hello Holy Family!

As my time in Rome is rapidly winding down, I’d like to give
you an update on how things have been going this year and
where they are leading. First, I should mention how excellent
the moral theology curriculum and professors at the
Alfonsiana have been, both having contributed a great deal to
my academic formation. Before embarking on my studies
here, I don’t think I was fully aware of the length and breadth
of the field, but after two solid years here, I’ve learned just
how much more there is to learn! Nevertheless, I believe my
progress has been pretty substantial, and, thankfully, all that I
have acquired here will help me for the rest of my life in
preaching, teaching, and serving the many people whom I will
encounter.

Aside from studies, the cultural experience of living in Italy
has opened my eyes to many things. It’s hard to justify
staying put all the time when you’re on the doorstep of so
many fascinating places. To take one example, this past
Christmas another Brother and I went to the Cistercian
monastery of Heiligenkreuz in Austria. A mere 800 years old,
the monastery has played an important role in Cistercian
history, and today it is booming with many young vocations.
They boast over 80 monks, and about 25 of them are in their
20’s. You may have even heard of the monastery since they

Musi ¢ f o You ¢ahckeck 8 autloh Amazon.com.

recently produced a hit Gregorian chant CD called Ch a n t :

As for things to come, in March I will be heading to St. Padre
Pio’s monastery, San Giovanni Rotondo, in southern Italy.
They are holding a weeklong conference for the ongoing
formation of priests on the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and I
received permission to attend. St. Alphonsus, the Patron of
Confessors, spent over 40 years developing his moral
theology, with a central place given to this all-important
sacrament. For penitents, it is healing medicine, and for
confessors, “the art of arts,” he writes, where mercy touches
the soul. I anticipate that the conference will be very
enriching and prepare me as a future Confessor.

One of the most exciting things still awaiting me this Spring
is the opportunity to serve as a Deacon for the Pope. After
putting in our request to the Vatican Liturgical Office, the
Cistercian Deacons were told to “keep open” May 14. I guess
things are on a need-to-know basis, so we haven’t found out
yet what is planned for that day. It’s possible that the
ceremony will be televised, probably on EWTN, so keep an
eye out for it back home.

Lastly, but certainly not least, I would like to personally invite
all of you to my upcoming Ordination (August 14™) and First
Mass (August 20™). The Ordination will be held at the Abbey
Church in Irving, and my First Mass at Holy Family! Both
events will be advertised back home, but I wanted to prompt
you ahead of time, so please mark your calendars. I ask for
your prayers in these final months of preparation, that I may
always be a good and holy priest. God Bless! Br. Ambrose

Wellness Day and Stewardship Fair of Time & Talent

The annual celebration of the ministries at Holy Family was held on January 22 and 23. Over 60 ministries were represented, and
refreshments were served by the Hospitality Ministry. Holy Family’s Parish Nurse Ministry and Texas Health Harris Methodist

Hospital-Fort Worth hosted the Wellness Day on January 23. This is an annual event, so if you were unable to attend, please join
us next year!

STL\?\':\RI)SI[H’ FAIR OF
TIME & TALENT




Children’s Choir Featured on Channel 11

By Keisha Matthews, Director of Childrends, Yout

Our wonderful Children's Choir took part in a
Christmas Special that aired on KTVT Channel 11
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The choir, which
includes Gabrielle Biediger, Anna Browder, Maya
Carlsen, Sammy Cox, Luke Edmiston, Emma
Lampka, Brian Matthews, Olivia Matthews, Kate
Morton, Amanda Myers, Elisabeth Myers, Jacqueline
Lawrence, Julian Lopez, Lilly Lopez, David Ogidan,
Jeanine Quast, Katrina Quast, Kennedy Tate, and
Alyvia Thomas, along with director, Keisha
Matthews, and accompanist, Kenneth Janak, went to
the Channel 11 TV station on the morning of
November 29 to record. It was a very

exciting morning for all the children.

Anchors, Lisa Pineiro and Keith Garvin, and meteorologist, Garry Seith, visited
with the kids and showed them around the studio before they went in the main
studio to record. The choir recorded three songs: An Adv eAtwa@a
Man caedd oy o r.iThkke did such a good job that each song only
took one or two takes. The anchors even stayed in the studio during the
recording to cheer the kids on. Everyone very impressed with the people at
KTVT. They went out of their way to make the choir and their parents feel
welcome. This was an opportunity that our children will never forget! Thank you KTVT!

Meet the Holy Family Bell Choir

The Bell Choir was started in 2001 by Keisha Matthews and The Bell Choir meets every Tuesday evening
Diane Kain. Keisha was cleaning the loft and found three to rehearse. They also play on the first
octaves of handbells hidden away. “I pulled them out and had Saturday of each month at the 5:00 p.m. Mass.
the youth choir play a very easy versionof We T h r e attheKYounnghsalso hear them on special occasions

Christmas Eve Mass in 2000,” she recalled. like Christmas Eve, Easter Vigil and the St.
Cecelia Concert held every November. The

Holy Family’s former Liturgist, Diane Kain heard them and choir currently has thirteen members and two

asked Keisha, “Do you want to start a bell choir?” History was  substitutes.

made!

Currently, the Bell Choir is full. Keisha
states, “We were lucky enough
to obtain an additional octave a couple years ago
so we could add some more members. Right now
we are full, but I would always consider more
volunteers as substitutes. The members we have
in choir right now have been playing together for
several years and are a level 3+ choir. Anyone
who would like to substitute would have to be
able to read music well. Hopefully, in the future,
we will be lucky enough to acquire another
octave or two of bells. Maybe then we could start
a second bell choir. It would be fun to have two
choirs--an advanced and a new choir for
beginners!”

First Row: Lisa Cooper, Lisa Johnson, Mi : ﬁ i Qdd 112> 1k cie Cox,
J oI§S§ l?nhsal}a(‘{t egéalgljnzoﬁre, Bejl uh;}rsly’t/()?yg% yder,
Lawrence, Nancy Al mendarez Not Pictured: TR Bolton, Nikki McDor man,

Matt hews Second Row: Teddi Hutt meyer,

Ani ssa Gonzales and Kathy White.
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Holy Family Represented at Region Ten Catholic Youth Conference
By Genni Sayers, Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

The weekend of November 19-21, 2010, six
Holy Family youth, Genni Sayers, CYM and Fr.
Jeff Poirot attended the Region Ten Youth
Conference (RCYC) in Little Rock, Arkansas.
This year’s theme was: Ignite Your Heart. Work ‘ : :
for Justice. Transform the World! P by il [ @\ , A i s, VoS

The conference attendees had the opportunity to
hear fabulous keynote speakers who challenged
them on the concepts of the theme. New to this
year’s conference was the opportunity to have a
service learning experience. The Holy Family
delegation visited The Heifer International
Ranch and marched from Central High School
to the courthouse in solidarity with the Little
Rock Nine who were the first students to
desegregate the school in 1957.

Here are some of the youth delegate’s
memories:

§ RCYC was a great experience and should be taken by anyone who wants to get closer to their faith. To be with friends that you
know, and the ones that you will make, is such an exciting experience. The possibilities that can happen are endless and you
never know who you might meet, or even sing with (Brian Johnson [keynote speaker] and me). Truly, it is a great way to
rekindle your faith and become more involved. The stories that you hear and the people you meet contribute to the feeling of
God's true presence when all are gathered in one place under one faith. The main lesson that I took out of RCYC was my true
place in the church, and that is to sing God's praise for the rest of my life. I believe that anyone who goes to these conventions
can and will obtain the same mentality. — Nolan Senft

§ Ireally enjoyed the experience of RCYC and just being able to get away and get closer to God. — Tiffany Givner

8§  The best part about RCYC was walking to the capital. It
is an experience that [ will never forget. At that time
I made some new friends and I was also walking for a
good cause. The walk has reminded me that even when
times are hard, there is always something better at the
end of the road. — Caitlin Givner

§ TI've gone to DCYC and NCYC before, and after going
to RCYC I have discovered one thing they all have in
common. They are all similar, but they are all unique.
Every time I've gone to one of these events I've always
come back having learned something new about my faith
and each one has its own message. RCYC's message
to "ignite your heart" inspired me to look deeper into my
faith and strive to live my life in a fuller way. I believe it

is a valuable experience that anyone can enjoy. If for nothing else, people can go just to have fun. — Kyle Sapienza

8§  When I went to RCYC we walked from Central High to the Capital for the Little Rock Nine, who stood against segregation.
When we were walking, I ran up a large hill to take a picture and when I got to the top and realized how many people were
there, that really touched me. I did not think that that many people would really care about God or anything. Right now I see a
lot of bad, a lot of suffering and I almost lost hope, but when I was on that hill I realized that there were people that cared and
could help. — Jacob Sapienza



Parish Sponsors “March For Life” Youth Attendees
By Genni Sayers, Coordinator of Youth and Youth

Adult Ministry * ‘ \‘ \\ lf | J“ \\§ W

The March for Life was January 24th in Washington DC.
Holy Family had several participants, both youth and adults,
attend with the Diocesan delegation. The parish's Pro-Life
Committee sponsored a youth scholarship program to
encourage young people to attend the March. Students had to
submit an essay for consideration. Chelsea Rodriguez and
Halden Griffith were the two scholarship winners.

Here are their reflections on the March for Life and the time
they spent in our nation's Capitol:

By Halden Griffith:

My trip to Washington, D.C. forthe Nat i onal LMafrec
made me proud to be a Catholic. Marching alongside over a
quarter of a million Catholics makes a statement about what
our church is doing to abolish abortion. The energy and
enthusiasm displayed by all these fellow Catholics has given
me the strength and conviction to make pro-life activities a
part of my adult life. I wish to thank Father Jeff and the Holy
Family community for making this trip possible. The positive
examples I see at Holy Family continue to reinforce my faith.
So many people in our church give me daily examples of how
to make our world a better place.

protest the abortion laws which have claimed over 50 million
lives since 1974.

Our chaperones helped us experience all the facets of how to
effectively advocate for pro-life views by taking us to the
Capitol to meet with local congressman, Kenny Marchant. All
these lessons and examples will help me make my part of the
world a better place.

0
Hal den Griffith (back right) picturec
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Laux were very generous with § 2 . - y experience 1 Washington

their time and efforts to make & Catholics e, | ' D.C. was incredible. I enjoyed
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meaningful and action-packed. ! :iel}rlltgsng to doa lot of

It was amazing to see how ! & &

z;%v‘;(iﬁgrtzgt;ﬁ?izzs Masses I think this was a great trip that

surroundine the March were ke helped me and hopefully others

Youth fr 5 1 th ’ to be able to realize how many

UO}i d S?I? a ﬂacré)ss the people really do care about this

Wrgslelingt?)rf Zre(':) ’l?he 66:00pm issug It. gives me hope that one

Mass the night before the day it will be changed.
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Washington D.C. fortabl d safe to b I
Bishop Vann’s leadership is contortable and sale to be mysetl.

evident not only by his words but by his actions as well. He
seems to attend every Catholic activity all across our diocese.
Right to Life activities are a regular part of his schedule.
Bishop Vann went with us to Washington, D.C. and was part
of the wonderful Mass at the National Basilica. After Mass,
we went down to the crypt where he then led us in intimate The next March for Life will be on
evening prayers. He took time to explain the prayer meaning January 23, 2012.

to us as students. The next Day, he marched with us up ’

Pennsylvania Avenue to the steps of the Supreme Court to

Overall, I will never forget about this lifetime experience. I
enjoyed every second of this trip and am very thankful I was
able to take part in something that will make history one day.
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Life Straws Service Project

Holy Family Catholic School 7™ graders embarked on a service
project to help bring safe drinking water to those who are
deprived of safe, piped water.

When researching various service projects for her 7" grade
students, Mrs. Kimberly Pierce learned about LifeStraw.
LifeStraw is a personal water filter. These devices can be
carried on your person to be used to obtain access to filtered
water inside and outside of the home. The 7™ graders did further
research on LifeStraw and decided this was the program that
needed their help since it affects young and old alike.

Our students did extra chores around home and in their
neighborhoods and raised $146.00 to donate to this cause so that
others can have clean water to drink tomorrow and in the future.
Mrs. Pierce’s philosophy for this project is “we can all make this
world a little brighter one person at a time.”

Bragging Rights

§ Holy Family School 8" graders Gr ace Caad e |
Ant hony C waesetreeognized r
by the Knights of Columbus and the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas as
recipients of this year’s American Way
Award. This award was given to these
two deserving young adults because
they have demonstrated an exemplary
interest in both religion and citizenship.
This honor is not a contest; rather, this
award is bestowed to those students
who have shown an unusual zeal for
God and Country. Congratulations Grace and Anthony!

§ 6"gradersMayci e MaBui da Wivée | i
been selected as the recipients of this year’s Pam Addison
Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship fund was created
in the memory of Pam Addison, a much loved 6™ grade
teacher here at HFCS, whose love of learning lives on
through this memorial. Congratulations Maycie and Julia!

Pot O’ Gold Fundraiser - Distinguished Alumni Award
HFCS is proud to recognize Cynthia Cuellar
as this year’s “Holy Family Catholic School
Distinguished Alumni.” After graduating
from Holy Family Catholic School, Cynthia
raduated from Nolan Catholic High School
nd then went on to earn her B.B.A. in

2asl Marketing from Texas Christian University.

Cynthia currently is Chief Development Officer of The

(cont i nue dRedoverp Rasource Comail)whose
mission is to help those struggling with substance abuse.
Cynthia finds her work both challenging and rewarding.

The foundation received from her Catholic education is very
important to Cynthia. In her own words, she believes that this
foundation enabled her to be the person she is today and helped
give her the motivation to help others in need. This goes to the
core of what she does through her work and everyday life.

HFCS Welcomes Nurse Rose Unkefer

Nurse Rose Unkefer, RN began her new role as
School Nurse in August 2010. Nurse Rose was
born and raised in West Fort Worth and
attended St. Peter the Apostle, Nolan Catholic
High School and St. Mary’s University. She
finished at TCU (Go Frogs!) with a BSN and
MBA. Prior to coming aboard HFCS, Nurse
Rose worked at Harris Hospital Downtown in
the NICU and then enjoyed being stay-at-home
mom for a number of years.

“I have truly enjoyed my first year here at HFCS. Every day
brings something new and the students make me smile. Itisa
blessing for our family, as I am able to take and pick up my own
children from school while getting to use my nursing degree,”
said Nurse Rose. “I hope to honor my parents and grandparents
in@ny Wofk here at the school. They all were/are supportive of
Cakholic education, and we hope to instill that in our own
children as well.”

Nurse Rose is married to Darius Unkefer and has two children.
They are members of HFCC and parents at HFCS and Merit
Academy.

Nurse Nancy Eder “Retires” After 19 Years at HFCS
Although Nurse Nancy retired from HFCS in 2010, she
continues to work as the School Nurse Consultant for the
Diocese and has assisted in establishing the school health
program for all the Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Fort
Worth. She works closely with Texas Catholic Conference in
ARt and is responsible for the TCCED School Health Manual
that is updated each year. Nurse Nancy is on the School Nurse
Advisory Council at Cook Children’s and serves on the Public
Health and School Advisory Committee/Tarrant County Medical
Society.

HFCS Now Enrolling for 2011/2012 School Year!

Holy Family Catholic School is accepting applications for
enrollment for the 2011 — 2012 school year. Consider our parish
school for your children, and visit to tour our campus. HFCS is
an academically challenging, safe environment while teaching
the way of Jesus Christ.

Call the school office today for your personal tour at 817-737-
4201. Enrollment forms and information are also available on
the school website: www.hfsfw.org
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